At the pragmatic level Dr Alexander's demonstration of the value of ACTH in active cases and acute episodes of multiple sclerosis is supported by current experience in Great Britainbut why should prednisone be apparently less effective? Although the theoretical basis of the therapy is obscure, claims that the course of the disease may be favourably influenced by repeated small blood transfusions have been supported by a number of reputable European neurologists, amongst whom Schaltenbrand is conspicuous. The present author furnishes statistical evidence in this connexion which is at least suggestive and certainly justifies further investigation.
Sometimes the clinical data seem to be carrying more weight of statistical analysis and interpretation than they can comfortably bear, but in general this is a most praiseworthy effort to bring order out of chaos and one of the most important contributions to the clinical literature of the disease for many years. This beautifully produced book, from a group of clinicians at the Mayo Clinic, analyses the pain patterns created by some of the commoner upper abdominal lesions. This is done by means of a brief introductory chapter, followed by a handsome atlas of coloured diagrams of the pathological anatomy of hiatus hernia, of peptic ulceration and of biliary and pancreatic disease. Any book which presents a lucid interpretation of such an important subject as upper abdominal pain is to be welcomed. Unfortunately the price for this slim volume of 54 pages will put it beyond the pocket of many readers. They would, however, pass a most profitable hour in perusing this book in the library. This well-established book on clinical electrocardiography has, throughout three previous editions, been recognized as one of the best introductions to the subject. It is clearly written and the diagrams are very good. Minor revisions have been made for the present edition; the application of vectorcardiography to the clearer understanding of electrocardiography is considered, but since substantial advance has been made in this field during recent years a fuller presentation of this aspect would be welcome and we hope the editors will expand their book in the next edition. The new book is ofmuch greater bulk owing to the fact that anatomy to-day is in no sense a dead subject but is rapidly growing. Considerable attention has been paid to the historical development of the subject. In addition stress is laid on the advances made in the anatomy of the visual system in the last thirty years. It is only quite recently that the detailed structure of the angle of the anterior chamber of the eye has been intensively investigated. The finer ramifications of the intraocular vascular system are only now becoming appreciated. The introduction of the electron microscope and its application to ocular anatomy in the last twenty years has effected a revolution in our appreciation of ocular structure. The book is fascinating and anyone picking it up cannot fail to browse happily among its contents, particularly the brilliant thumb-nail vignettes of the great anatomical discoverers. There is an excellent section on the neurology of the visual system. Altogether the book is one which must find a olace in the library of every ophthalmologist.
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Sex Differentiation and Development
Proceedings of a Symposium held in London on April 10 and 11 1958 Memoir No 7. edited on behalf of the Society for Endocrinology by C R Austin pp x + 198 illustrated 45s London: Cambridge University Press 1960 All the memoirs published by the Society for Endocrinology have been excellent and this, the seventh, on sex differentiation is no exception. The papers here collected were given at a Symposium planned in a most ambitious way. The subjects dealt with ranged from sex determination in the honey bee and the vexed problem of queen bee substance, through current methods
